
History of Halloween 
Halloween is an ancient tradition that we still celebrate 

today. 

                 Where did Halloween come from? 

Ireland has celebrated Halloween for over 1000 years. 

People believe that Celts from Irealnd, Britain and France 

made a festival called Samhain. They thought that 

Samhain would make their Gods happy and protect their 

crops. They also believed that when they would make big 

bonfires to make the evil spirits go away. 

Why do we make pumpkins at Halloween? 

People make pumpkins at Halloween because there was 

an Irish legend about a mean sly man called Jack who 

was always play tricks on people. Then he died but he 

wasn’t allowed to go to heaven or hell so he had to stay on 

Earth. That meant that Jack needed something that would 

guide him. So he decided to get a hollow turnip and put a 

lighted candle inside. Eventually Americans decided to get 

a pumpkin instead of a turnip because they were easier to 

find and they are softer to carve. They are also a bright 

orange which makes it even brighter.  

Costumes 

People used to believe that on Halloween night, ghosts 

would walk around the street, so people felt scared of 

meeting the ghost on the street so they started wearing 

masks and costumes to make the ghosts think that they 



were other spirits. Now people always wear masks and 

costumes for the fun of it on Halloween night. 

Trick or treating 

People weren’t only scared of ghosts meeting them, they 

were also scared of ghosts and spirits coming into their 

house. For that reason they left a bowl of food outside 

their door to make the ghosts and spirits not come in. over 

time, people got less scared of the ghosts and spirits so 

they left nice treats and sweets. Now people visit their 

neighbours to get sweets and nice treats. 

 

Conclusion 

               This is the history of Halloween. 

 

 

By Cassie Coleman  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 


